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What you read in this report will surprise 

you and make you think about how you 

approach your next maths lesson. All 

these facts are based on research that have 

been carried out on a variety of students 

across the world.  

If you are a teacher of maths, I am sure 

some of the facts would resonate with you 

as you would have noticed them in class. 

Furthermore, why not try some of the 

facts in your class to know if they hold 

true or not.  

Perhaps you have some facts of your own, 

do share by commenting on the blog: 

www.nigerianteacher.com  

or  

Send me an email  

Contact@oakleigheducation.com  

mailto:Contact@oakleigheducation.com


Fact 1 
Girls vs Boys 

Research has shown that females tend to 

underestimate their own mathematical 

abilities while males tend to overestimate 

theirs. This is from a study done by 

Hassmen et al (2002) on adults, some 

with children. 
 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 



Fact 2 
Back in a jiffy 

Have you ever said the words; “I will be 

there in a jiffy”? Well, a jiffy is a unit of 

time defined by Gilbert Newton Lewis 

(1875–1946). It equates to 

approximately 33.3564 picoseconds. This 

is the amount of time it takes for light to 

travel one centimetre.  

 



                                      

Fact 3 
Tricky times 

Students are least accurate with their 12- 

and 8-times tables. Then it is 7, 6, 9, 4, 

11, 3, 5, 10 and finally 2 and 1. 

This was a large study (232 children in 

KS2) but not in a scientific journal 

(collaboration between the Guardian and 

tech company in 2013).                        

 

 

 

 

 



                                      

Fact 4 
Four more  

For one-year old infants, four is a tricky 

concept to grasp. They can consistently 

distinguish between (and choose the 

larger of) two and three objects, but not 

two and four objects. This is based on 

research carried out by Feigenson, & 

Carey (2003).  

 

 

 

 

 

                         



Fact 5 
Zero problem  

Did you know that Zero is not 

represented in the Roman numerals? The 

concept of zero was first introduced in 

India about 1,500 years ago.   

 

 

 

 

 

                         

                                    

 

 



Fact 6 
Maths Fun factor 

Students learn maths best when they 

approach the subject as something they 

enjoy. Research shows that students 

learn maths best when they work on 

problems they enjoy, rather than exercises 

and drills they fear. 

            

 



Fact 7 
Fast or Slow 

Memorization, speed and test pressure 

relating to maths facts can be 

damaging. While research shows that 

knowledge of math facts is important, 

Professor Boaler (Stanford, US) has 

stated that, “the best way for students to 

know math facts is by using them 

regularly and developing understanding 

of numerical relations.” 

 


